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INVENTION: HIGH VOLTAGE RESISTANT EDGE STRUCTURE FOR 

SEMICONDUCTOR ELEMENTS" 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington D.C. 20231 

SIR: 


Applicants petition the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks for a 
one month extension of time in the period of response for the Office Action 
dated September 19, 2001, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.1 36(a), and is 
enclosing a check for the $1 10.00 fee so that the period of response is 
extended from October 19, 2001, to November 19, 2001 . 

In response to the Office Action dated September 19, 2001, Applicants 
hereby provisionally elect, with traverse, the Species II depicted in Figure 5B. 
Claims 16, and 20-30 are drawn to the elected species. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner held that the species of the invention 
lack a unity of invention, citing five species as disclosed in Figures 5A-5E. 
However, the Examiner acknowledged that the main independent 16 is 
generic to all disclosed species, and further that claims 21-30 are generic. 
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Applicants Assert that the Examiner is in error and that the present 
application complies with the requirement for unity of invention. The present 
application is directed to a single inventive concept, for example as embodied 
in claim 16 of the present application. Applicants assert that there is a 
technical relationship among the species identified by the Examiner involving 
a single special technical feature which defines the contribution of the present 
invention over the prior art. Specifically, the present invention provides a 
floating guard ring and/or inter-ring zones which have conductivities and/or 
geometries set so that the free charge carriers are totally depleted when a 
blocking voltage is applied. Thus, a single inventive concept is embodied in 
the invention so that unity of invention requirements are met under PCT Rule 
13.2. 

Dependent claims are permitted to claim specific forms of the invention 
under PCT Rule 13.4. The Examiner has identified these dependent claims 
as evidence of lack of unity of invention. However, as the rule permits such 
claiming, the Examiner's requirement is a misapplication of the rule. 

The present application discloses various structures for carrying out 
the invention, as shown in Figures 5A-E. PCT unity of invention rule 13.1 
states that the application shall relate to a group of inventions linked to form a 
signal general inventive concept. The disclosed invention has been shown to 
relate to a single inventive concept as set forth above. The embodiments of 
Figures 5A-E depict the group of inventions embodying this single concept. 
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The Examiner is therefore in error in finding a lack of unity of invention in the 
Figure| 5A-E. 

\ 

Accordingly, the present application having been shown to meet all 
requirements of unity of invention, Applicants respectfully request that the 
requirement by withdrawn and all embodiments and claims of the present 
application be examined together. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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